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© 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1912. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Axhridge 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  g-eographical  features  of  the  district  are 
limestoue  chiefly,  saudstoue  in  a few  localities, 
peat  in  the  lower  marshes,  and  clay.  The  water 
in  the  lowlands  near  the  sea  being  brackish  where 
shallow  wells  are  dug,  as  in  the  North  Marsh. 

The  occupation  is  agricultural,  dairy  farming 
being  the  chief  business.  Much  cheese  is  made 
and  milk  sent  to  towns,  both  by  individual  farmers 
and  from  depots,  or  those  farmers  who  contract 
and  collect  milk  from  small  dairies. 

The  area  is  85,931  acres. 

Population ; — 

24,965  ...  Census  1891 

23,744  ...  Census  1910 
23,068  ...  Census  1911 

The  decrease  being  noticeable. 

Inhabited  houses,  5,9.34;  Persons  per  house,  4. 
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Water 

Supply. 


The  outdoor  relief  cliaj’ge  amounted  to  £4,018 
during  the'  year  ending  30th  beptember,  1912,  and 
.£130  was  paid  for  persons  obtaining  relief  in 
other  Unions. 

The  indoor  Workhouse  maintenance  charge 
wa'S  £2,461,  including  drugs,  medicines,  etc. 

That  of  the  South  Marsh  derived  from  the 
powerful  springs  at  Cross,  and  pumped  by  steam 
to  a reservoir  on  the  hill  adjacent,  is  excellent  in 
quality  and  quantity.  This  supplies  Weare,  Bid- 
disham,  Badgeworth,  Mark,  Lympsham,  Bum- 
liam  (Without),  and  Brent  in  an  efficient  manner. 
The  supply  from  Mendip,  that  feeds  Cheddar, 
Axbridge,  and  Highbridge  is  also  excellent  and 
copious,  and  was  but  little  affected  by  the  dry 
summer,  and  supplied  the  South  Marsh  area, 
while  the  new  piimps  were  being  fixed  at  the 
Pumping  Station. 

The  Winscombe  supply  was  insufficient  at 
periods  to  supply  its  district,  and  Shipham  has 
again  been  short  of  water  at  times.  A good  new 
well  has  been  sunk  to  add  to  the  supply,  but  the 
reservoir  is  very  faulty  and  leaks  and  needs  reno- 
vation and  strenglh-ening.  The  matter  received 
the  very  serious  attention  of  the  Council,  and  I 
hope  will  ii'ot  occur  again.  It  is  calculated  that 
there  was  much  waste  of  water,  and  that  if  well 
regulated  much  Avaste  can  be  prevented,  but  the 
e'xisting  supply  is  not  superabundant.  A supply 
of  good  water  for  the  North  Marsh  is  urgently 
wanted.  Being  a flat  low-lying  district,  Avhere 
only  surface  and  brackish  Avater  can  be  obtained 
locally,  much  difficulty  has  arisen  in  obtaining 
a supply,  and  the  expense  great ; but  I understand 
final  arrangeme'nts  are  uoav  being  discussed  to 
provide  the  supi)ly  needed.  This  Avill  SAipply  Ban- 
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well.  Cougresbury,  Wriiig'tbiu,  Puxtom,  and  Wick 
St.  Lawrence.  Other  parts  of  the  district  are 
supplied  by  wells,  iiits,  rain  water,  public  wells, 
or  rhyne  water. 

Christou,  though  small  iji  area,  has  not  a good 
water  siipidy. 

AVells  are  the  chief  source  of  water  supply  for 
domestic  use,  and  though  there  has  been  little 
serious  disease  in  the  district  throughoiit  the  year 
191‘2,  many  of  them  should  be  better  protected 
from  surface  pollution  with  a collar  six  to  twelve 
inches  high  above  gTOund  of  well-built  masonry 
and  cement,  the  ground  earth  dug  away  for  five 
feet  deep  at  least  around  eveiy  well,  and  the 
space  filled  in  with  an  impeiwiciis  layer  of  cement 
or  concrete.  By  so  doing,  any  surface'  pollution 
would  have  to  filter  thix)ngh  at  least  five  feet  of 
soil  before  gaining  access  to  the  well. 

AA^riug'ton  has  a drainage  system  and  filtration 
beds.  The  sewers  were  again  flooded,  and  over- 
flowed, but  the  sti’ennous  efforts  of  the  Engineer 
seems  to  have  overcome  the  troiible. 

Efficient  sewers  exist  in  Cheddar  and  Axbridge ; 
hut  for  the  most  part  privies  and  cesspits  are  in 
general  use  that  often  overflow  into  a ditch  ad- 
jacent. IS^o  privy  or  cess  pit  should  empty  direct 
into  a ditch ; the  overflow  should  filler  through 
at  least  three  yards  of  soil,  gravel,  clinkers,  or 
broken  stone,  as  eventually  tbe  water  is  drank 
by  cattle,  and  even  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Tbe  water  supplies  bave  little  or  no  plumbo 
solvent  action,  and  cases  of  lead  poisoning  are 
not  frequent  now  that  more  care  is  taken  with 
tbe  taps  and  storage  and  manufacture  of  cider, 
brass  and  pewter  being  abandoned. 


Sainitary 

Improvements. 


Scavenging. 


ililk  Supply. 


Berrow  being  close  to  Burnbam — in  fact  ad- 
joining— could  easily  be  connected  to  facilitate 
the  drainage  of  Borrow. 

Arrangements  have  been  co'mpleted  to  supply 
Worle  with  water  from  the  Weiston  suiiply. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the 
wells  at  AVedmore  and  Tlieale  have  been  made. 
Eight  were  reported  as  bad,  two  good,  and  two 
only  moderately  satisfactory  of  the  twelve  samples 
taken.  The  streams  aind  rhynes  are  the  main 
drainage  of  the  district,  which  eventually  find 
their  way  into  the  River  Axe,  discharging  at 
Uphill  into  the  sea.  Privies  with  cesspits  are 
universal,  though  effort  is  being  made  to  supplant 
them  with  eaath  closets.  In  some  places  with  a 
water  supply,  water-flushed  AV.C’s  are  in  use. 

House  refuse  is  removed  by  the  individual 
householder,  and  the  cesspits  empted  periodically 
in  like  manner. 

Dairy  work  is  the  chief  industry  of  the  district. 
The  procedures  are  usually  carried  out  with  in- 
creasing care.  All  chums  are  scalded  out  with 
boiling  water,  often  with  steam,  and  the  milk  is 
excellent  in  quality,  as  I often  personally  test  it 
by  drinking  it  in  my  numerous  inspections  and 
visits.  The  milk  that  is  sent  away  to  towns  is  all 
carefully  strained  and  cooled  by  special  water- 
cooled  apparatus — the  dirt  that  is  complained  of 
by  the  consumers  too  often  gets  in  in  transit  and 
at  the  retailers. 

The  cows  and  cowsheds  are  kept  fairly  clean, 
though  haidly  up  to  the  continental  or  model 
standard,  and  “the  cow  is  a dirty  animal.” 
Grooming  the  cows  and  sheds  means  labour — the 
grave  present-day  difficulty  in  most  callings  of 


ag-riciiltiu’e — still  the  question  of  cleanliness  can- 
not too  strongiy  oi-  too  often  be  impressed  on 
those  -who  attend  to  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and 
npon  milkers  especially.  The  health  of  the 
animals  in  the  locality  is  usually  good ; being  a 
very  mild  area  they  are  out  most  of  the  winter 
months,  and  tuberculosis  is  apparently  not  so 
common  as  in  some  districts. 

In  case  of  infectious  disease  in  a dairy  farm 
the  milk  is  all  sent  off  from  the  field  of  milking, 
and  is  not  allowed  to  enter  the  premises ; dairy 
work  is  temporarily  stopped,  and  the  milk  sold 
forthwith.  By  these  stringent  measures  disease 
is  very  materially  stopped  from  spreading,  and 
our  thanks  are  due  to  the  farmers  who  always 
acquiesce  in  this  procedure  without  hesitation, 
notwithstanding’  the  loss  and  inconvenience  it 
causes. 

The  pig  industrj-  is  satisfactorily  carried  out 
in  a cleanly,  efficient  manner ; very  few  complaints 
having  arisen,  which  are  speedily  aii'anged.  Very 
few  cases  of  anthrax  have  occurred,  and  owing 
to  the  stringent  precautions  no  foot  and  mouth 
disease  occurred. 

There  are  495  persons  entered  on  the  register; 
also  six  cow-keepers  on  the  register.  5607  inspec- 
tions have  been  made  during  the  year.  The 
register  is  complete,  though  it  is  constantly 
changing,  as  the  farmers  cease  to  sell  milk  at 
various  periods,  according  to  demand,  supply, 
and  personal  convenience,  and  time’s  price,  and 
where  farms  change  hands. 

Advice  is  constantly  given  and  suggestions 
made,  and  the  conditions  are  improving  both  as 
regards  method,  buildings,  and  sanitation,  though 
there  is  much  room  for  improvement  and  progress. 
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The  sanitary  inspections  liiave  bee)i  numerous, 
viz.,  1,279;  many  household  defects  were  reme- 
died, e.".,  sinks,  W.C’s,  ruhbisli  heaps,  ventilation 
defects,  dirty  rooms,  heiddino-,  furniture,  and  bad 
floors.  Lodging  hoirses  are  periodically  inspected, 
but  no  cellar  dwellings  or  olfensive  trades  exist 
in  thei  district. 

BO'CilJ. 

We  have  had  little  or  no  trouble  with  bad  meat 
or  unsound  food,  hio  outbreaks  or  serious  illness 
from  food  poisoning  have  occurr'ed. 

SlafligliteT 

S’on.ifiee. 

Slaughter  houses  are  32  in  nunrber,  of  which  IG 
are  licensed;  and  constant  inspections  (182)  made. 
There  are  bye-laws  for  eigdit  parishes  only  in  this 
Union.  All  have  good  draimage  and  water  supply. 

i''i,crU)rieB  and 

WorkBliroipB. 

Factories  and  Workshops  report  appended. 

Pakeiouses. 

Bakehouses  number  31.  Xone  are  underground  ; 
all  are  well  conducted. 

S L?bic>'olB. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  good, 
and  the  water  supply  and  conveniences  for  wash- 
ing in  most  cases  adequate.  All  cases  of  nbseirce 
from  infections  disease  are  reported  by  the  school- 
master or  mistress  to  the  Medical  Offleer  of  Health 
and  the  Oounty  Medical  Offleer,  and  the  cases  ex- 
cluded from  school. 

Many  cases  of  adenoid  disease,  bad  teeth,  de- 
fective eye-sight  and  hearing  have  been  attended 

in. 

H’O'Qtring. 

Oonsideiable  progress  has  been  made  during 
Ihe  year  with  the-  very  difiiculit  task  of  carrying 
out  the  Housing  Act  of  1909.  In  Shipharn,  a 

great  proportion  of  the  cottagers  (33  out  of  GO 
small  cottages  that  were  inspected)  own  their 
houses,  and  find  difficulty  in  getting  the  money  to 
carry  out  improvements;  and  being  old,  and 

originally  ill-eonslrncloil  ol;  poor  nialerials,  repair- 
ing’ them  is  difficult.  It  is  also  questionable  if 
houses  in  the  marshes  aaul  turf  moors  are-  fit  for 
habitation  that  are  dry  and  comfortable  in  the 
summer,  but  are  i)eriodically  flooded  iai  tlie 
winter  and  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall.  There'  is 
no  doubt  that  new  cottages  are  required  for  the- 
working  classes,  and  that  they  will  be  greatly 
appreciated,  little  or  anj-  loss  being  incurred,  as 
a small  garden  will  be  an  additional  source  of  in- 
i*ome.  Care  will  naturally  be  taken  that  such  be 
for  the  working  edass  only,  and  not  for  town 
people  who  like  to  have  a little  cottage  in  the 
country  for  week-end  visits. 

Xumei'ous  inspections  have  been  made  and  re- 
pairs and  improvements  carried  m;t,  but  little 
short  of  demolition  and  re-buildiaeg  will  render 
many  of  these  old  primitive,  ill-built  cottages 
really  comfoitable  to  live  in — it  is  the  piece  of 
new  cloth  on  the  old  gaianent  only  too  freqnently. 
An  experienced  builder  says  be  dreads  to  touch 
many  of  these  bouses.  The  want  of  new  cottages 
should  be  carefully  considered  by  eA’ery  Parish 
Council,  who  naturally  know  the  requirements 
of  tlieir  own  area,  and  their  demands  and  state- 
ments laid  before  the  District  Council  to  cany 
out  the  Act.  This  must,  be  done,  and  done  quickly, 
for  it  is  a terrible  hardship  for  these  peor  people 
to  be  turned  out  of  tlieir  own  bouses  by  legal 
force,  which  they  have  owned  for  years,  and  jet 
cannot  possibly  aftord  to  maintain  in  a proper 
state  of  repair  as  the  law  demands,  and  which  ive 
must  enforce  and  get,  without  any  humane  alter- 
native such,  as  wo  should  be  able  to  suggest  if 
there  were  other  bouses  to  which  they  could  re- 
treat, and  at  present  there  are  usually  none  suit- 
able or  within  a reasonable  distance.  In  fact,  new 
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Paxstory  aad 
Workshops 

Act. 

co'btages  for  the  tvorking  classes  nre^  required  in 
tile  country  with  at  least  three  bedrooms,  a living- 
room,  kitchen,  and  scullerjq  built  with  a high 
step  up  from  the'  ground  level,  and  wooden  floors 
in  the  rooms.  Many  of  these  old  houses  are'  below 
the  ground  on  the  first  floor,  with  old  stone  floors, 
often  cracked,  that  are  often  damp  and  will  not 
dry  after  washing.  Happily  the  New  Building 
Bye-laws  will  prevent  at  last,  more  ill-built  in- 
sanitary houses,  without  damp  courses  and  shoot- 
ing, being  erected  for  the  future. 

The  number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the 
Housing  Act,  190'9,  lias  been  238.  Fourteen  clos- 
ing orders  were  made,  12  of  which  were  repaired 
and  made  fit  for  habitation,  two  are  closed,  and 
thre'e  closed  without  a “closing  Order”  being 
served ; 63  bad  minor  defects,  which  have  been 
reme'died ; 161  of  those  inspected  were  in  good 
repair. 

There  is  a largn  steam  laundry  at  Worle,  and 
two  small  shirt  and  washing  factories  at  Cheddar. 
All  are  well  conducted  and  inspecte'd. 

All  other  industries  are  on  a small  scale,  em- 
ploying a few  hands  only. 

No  register  is  provided,  but  the  bakehouses, 
butchers  an  cl  sausage  makers,  dressmakers,  bas- 
ket and  boot  makers,  tailors,  saddlers,  washing 
people,  cai-penters  and  coach  builders,  smiths, 
and  bi-ewers  are  constantly  inspected  on  our  daily 
rounds  of  inspection  and  visits. 

Mostly  very  small  businesses  employing  few 
han'di.s,  though  strawberry  picking  is  extensive  in 
June.  Dairy  work  is  the  chief  industry.  All  the 
bakehouses  have  been  inspeoted,  and  are  generally 
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satisfactory.  I’liere  arc  no  underground  bake- 
lionses  in  tlic  district;  all  are  cleaned  and  white- 
limed  according  to  statute. 

All  workshops  in  the  district  have  been  periodi- 
cally inspected;  also  the  home  workers.  No  cases 
of  infectious  disease'  has  onig-inated  therefrom. 

The  outworkers  are  numerous,  and  vaiy  in 
number  from  day  to  day  accoixiing  to  supply,  as 
so  many  do  dressmaking  and  sewing  and  washing 
when  the  Avork  is  foadhcoming. 

There  is  a.  shirt  factoiy  at  Cheddar,  which 
sends  out  work — seAving  and  laundry  Avork — from 
time  to  time — but  it  is  irregular  and  on  quite  a 
small  scale. 

No  Local  Govermuient  Boaixl  enquii';^'  has  been 
held  during  the  year. 

The  work  is  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  Sanitaiy  Inspector,  the  Lady  Health 
Tisitor,  who  has  had  much  experience  of  tuber- 
culosis and  general  sanitaiy  Avork,  all  acting 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

All  throat  swahs  of  suspicious  diphtheritic 
aspect,  sputa  from  possible  and  probable  tuber- 
culosis cases,  and  blood  specimens,  water  analyses, 
chemical  and  bacteriological,  are  sent  to  the  ex- 
perts at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Weston- 
super-Mare,  AvhosC'  decisions  have  been  most  ac- 
curate and  of  the  utmost  value  and  assistance. 

There  is  no  hospital  for  infectious  diseases — 
only  two  tents  and  a moveable'  wood  hut. 

Ej-e-laws  are  in  force  for  eight  jiarishes, 
slaughterhouses  are  thereby  included.  It  Avould 
be  well  if  such  were  adopted  for  the  whole  Union, 
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Dip'htlieria. 


tli'ouo'li  satisfactory  and  tveil  cmulucted  and  con- 
stantly inspected,  llyedatvs  for  new  buildings  are 
also  in  force  throngliont  tlie  district. 

Twenty-four  cases  were  reported:  tlies'e  were  all 
of  a sporadic  and  mild  fypc — imported  cases.  Xo 
deaths  were  reported,  and  no  spreading  occnired 
in  any  locality.  In  all  cases  any  milk  business 
was  confined  to  sending  'oft  milk  from  tire  field  of 
milking,  and  no  dairy  work  was  conducted  on  fbe 
premises.  Tliei  liouses  were  visited,  precantion.si 
were  enjoined,  and  pamphlets  of  advice  given,  and 
the  schools  notified. 

On  the  termination  of  the  disease  the  rooms 
were  thoroughly  disinfected,  all  linen  washed  and 
boiled,  while  the  bedding,  blankets,  and  pillows 
were  placed  in  the  snper-lieated  steam  disinfector. 

Tliere  have  been  42  cases  mdihed  during  the 
year,  many  of  a mild,  sporadic  type,  sejious  on 
account  of  this  lightness  of  the  symptoms,  bo- 
caiise  it  is  ditbcnlt  for  the  public  to  believe  that 
sncli  cases  can  be  the  causes  of  dangerous  and  fatal 
attacks  in  more  susceptible  subjects  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact.  CuUrxres  ot  all  suspected 
throats  have  been  taken  and  snbxnitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  to  whom  our  best 
tlianks  are  due  for  the'  rapidity  and  accuracy  of 
their  investigation,  without  which  in  ohsoiu'e  and 
mild  cases  a correct  diagnosis  could  scarcely  be 
arrivexl  at. 

Antitoxin  has  been  distributed  tree  ot  charge, 
ad  lib,  to  all  the  Poor  Law  Medical  (Jthcers,  whicli 
bounty  has  been  mneb  appreciated,  and  it  lias 
boon  used  freely  and  i)ix)mptly  with  much  success. 
Several  carriers  have  been  detecited,  isolated,  and 
treated  until  rendered  inocnons,  and  precautions 
carefully  carried  out. 


Mea>sles.  and 
Mumpij, 
WTiooping- 
Cough. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


j;'. 

At  tho  t-ermiuatiou  ol  cases,  disinfection  is  car- 
ried out,  as  in  cases  of  scarlatina. 

The  ali^ive  diseases  are  not  notifiable,  but  were 
reporteil  as  they  arose  to  the  County  Medical 
Otiicer,  and  exchision  notes  were  issued  to  the 
schools. 

Three  cases  of  polioniyelitis  were  reported — two 
were  .young'  children,  one  an  adult.  Tire  cases  were 
widely  separated,  and  it  is  difficult,  to  imagine  any 
contact,  at  least,  I could  discoyer  no  trace  or  any 
common  canse  of  origin.  Adyice  was  given  on 
the  lines  adopted  for  diphtberia,  tbe  seorefions  of 
tbe  nose  and  mouth  being  possible  yeliicLeis  of  in- 
fection. All  discbarg'es  from  tb©  nosei  and  mouth 
were  burnt,  and  all  drinking  and  feeding  utensils 
boiled  after  use,  and  sti’dct  injunctions  given  as 
to  kissing  and  avoidable  close  contact  with  the 
patient,  linen,  etc.  A case  of  smallpox  visited  a 
bouse  in  Axbridge  at  Easter.  I personally  vacci- 
nated all  tbe  inmates,  and  adopted  every  precau- 
tion, securing  an  isolated  site  and  barn,  and  pre- 
pared tke  tents  and  wood  but  for  immediate  erec- 
tion should  any  cases  of  smallpox  arise.  However, 
none  occun'ed,  due  doubtless  to  tbe  immediate 
vaccination,  as  the  visitor  with,  the  disease  de- 
veloped a severe  type  of  tbe  disease  on  reacliing 
home. 

There  is  none,  though  a large  district  of  over 

2-1,000. 

If  tbe  first  cases  could  be  immediately  removed 
to  an  infectious  hospital,  mncli  anxiety  and  loss 
of  business  would  be  saved,  for  in  a district  where 
dairy  work  is  so  universal  an  infectious  case  dis- 
locates tlie  whole  business  for  many  weeks,  witk 
serious  loss. 
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Sandford,  East  Brent,  Brent  Knoll,  and  Bid- 
disliam  schools  have  heeii  closed  for  epidemics  of 
measles,  and  those  at  xlxbridge  and  Bleadon  for 
whooping  cough. 

The  houses  of  tuberculosis  i)atients  have  been 
inspected  and  advice  given  and  structural  im- 
provements made  when  necessai-;v-.  Nearly  all  have 
had  the'  advice  and  experience  of  the'  Lady  Health 
Visitor,  Miss  Gray,  avIio  has  investigated  and  re- 
ported on  all  cases  in  the  most  thorough,  prac- 
tical, and  above  all,  most  tactfeil  and  considerate 
manner.  She'  has  been  ga-'catly  appreciated  and 
Avelcomed  wherever  she  has  called. 

All  houses,  reoms,  and  necc'ssary  bedding  has 
been  disinfected  after  exit  or  death  on  notice 
being  given. 

Public  Sanatorium  treatment  is  deficient  in  this 
district. 

The  infant  mortality  was  low,  only  29,  as  com- 
pared with  40  last  year;  only  two  dying  of 
zymotic  disease,  viz.,  av hooping'  cough,  and  two 
of  enteritis.  Eight  children  died  between  the  ages 
of  two  and  five.  The  infant  mortality  Avas  eleven 
less  than  last  year.  This  is  due  to  the  milk  supply 
of  the  district  being  exceptionally  good  in  quality 
and  quantity,  having  personally  drank  samples  in 
various  parts  of  the  district.  The  milk  is  obtained 
fresh  from  the  fanus,  and  people  liaA'e  learnt  Iioav 
important  it  is  to  keep  it  covered  and  protected 
from  dirt  and  flies  in  their  homes  and  to  use  it 
fresh. 

Opthalmia  )ieonatorum  is  uoav  notifiable,  and 
is,  luckily,  rare  ; only  tAvo  cases  have  been  re- 
ported. The  only  cases  of  recent  date,  previous 
to  the  Order,  I liave  personally  attended  daily. 
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Disinfeotaon.  ^\1}  articles  for  ddsiiifectioai  are  sent  to  the 

steam  disinfector  at  AVorle  Steam  Lanndry,  who 
fetch  and  return  the  same  hy  special  convejunce 
from  all  infectious  cases — scarlatina,  diphtheria, 
and  tuberculosis.  In  tuberculosis,  the  rooms 
occupied  are  disinfected  with  sulphur  and  For- 
malin fumigation,  the  floors  and  walls  washed 
with  Izal,  tlm  looms  papei'cd  or  coloured,  and  ceil- 
ings whitewashed. 


Notifications  of  tuberculosis  are  reported  to  the 
Health  Depaifment  in  AVeston-super-Mare,  and 
the  place  visited  hy  the  Health  A'isitor,  Inspector, 
or  myself.  Leaflets  of  advice  are  distributed  and 
disinfectants  and  sputum  bottles  piovided,  or 
other  articles  requisite  for  personal  sanitation. 


Births  and 
Deaths. 


From  the  Eegistrar’s  returns  I find  that  during 
the  year  there  were'  446  births : males,  215 ; 
females,  231 ; 22  of  whom  were  illegitimate, 

giving  a rate  of  19.3  in  the  population  of  23,068. 


The  deaths  for  the  same  period  (1912)  were  318  : 
males,  173 ; females,  145 ; giving  a rate  on  the 
population  of  23,068  of  13.8.  Of  these,  14  were 
strangers  registered  in  the  district,  and  17  were 
residents,  who  died  outside  the  district. 

Deaths  under  1 year  numbered  ...  ...  29 


,,  from  1 to  2 years 

numbered 

3 

2 to  5 

j , ... 

5 

,,  5 to  15  ,, 

j , ... 

6 

„ , , 15  to  25 

j , ... 

*28 

,,  ,,  25  to  45  ,, 

, j ... 

134 

,,  ,,  45  to  65  ., 

,5  ... 

92 

.,  ,,  65  upwards 

*20  of  phthisis. 

5 J 

tlO  of  phthisis. 

121 

IC 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  luimbered  7:  — 


Whooping'  Cough 
Enteric 
Dipiitiieria 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 
Tuherciilosis 
Cancer 

Notitiefl  Infectious  Disease,  259:-- 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  42 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  20 

Scai'latina  ...  ...  ...  24 

Enteric  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Eevea-  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  I 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  1(39 


1 

1 

I 

1 

30 


iXumerous  ins],)oetions  have  beeai  made  in  the 
district,  and  all  insanitary  conditions  and  nuis- 
ances abated  as  soon  as  thej^  were  discovered  or 
reported,  while  those  localities  in  which  diseases 
appeared  I'eceived  special  attention,  and  its  sanita- 
tion investigated  aanl  improved. 


I am, 

Youi-  obedient  servant, 


A.  AC  DECHE, 
Aledical  (Jflicer  of  Health. 


Elmcroft,  Axbridge, 

Dated  Eebruary,  1913. 
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Sanatoriums — St.  Michael's,  Cheddar;  Engel  Home,  Cheddar. 


TABLE  III 

Causes  of,  and  Arcs  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1912. 
AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1912.  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 

under  One  Year  of  Age. 

AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Nett  Bii-ths  in  the  year— legitimate,  446;  illegitimate,  22. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year — legitimate  and  illegitimate,  29. 

Febnianj,  1913.  A.  V.  LECHE,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1912, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Axbridge. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Housework. 

1— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  m.nde  by  tlie  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

i^umber  of 

Inspection. 

Written 

Notice. 

Persecu- 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

48 

Workshops  . . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

110 

Workplaces  . . . . . . | 

Homeworkers’  Premises  . . j 

120 

Total  

278 

2—  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Ventilation— Found,  2;  Remedied,  2; 

Referred  to  H.JI.  Inspector,  2. 

3- HOME  work.  Nil. 

4— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

No  Register  is  provided,  but  the  Bakehouses,  Butchers  and  Sausage 
Makers,  Dressmakers,  Basket  and  Bootmakers,  Tailors,  Saddlers,  Work- 
ing People,  Carpenters  and  Coach  Builders,  Smiths,  Brewers,  are  con- 
stantly inspected  on  our  daily  rounds  of  inspection  and  visits. 

^lostly  very  small  businesses,  employing  few  hands,  though  straw- 
berry picking  is  extensive  in  June. 

Dairy  work  is  the  chief  industry. 


5— OTHER  MATTERS.  Nil. 


February  1913. 


A.  V.  LECHE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Phthsis : Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Accommodation. 

AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ST.  MICHAEL'S 
HOME. 

ENGEL  HOME, 
CHEDDAR. 

Classes  for  which  accommcdacion 

is  provided — 

(a)  Early  cases 

(b)  Intermediate  cases 

25 

17 

(c)  Advanced  cases  .. 

16 

By  whom  provided  . . 

Endowed  by  the 

Payments  and 

late  Mrs.  W. 

donations. 

Where  situated 

Gibbs. 

Cheddar. 

Cheddar. 

Total  number  of  Beds 

41 

17 

How  are  patients  selected  ? 

By  Application. 

By  Application. 

Are  the  patients  under  the  care  of 
a resident  Medical  Officer? 

No. 

No. 

What  charge,  if  any,  is  made  for 
the  use  of  Beds  ?. . 

None. 

8/-,  15/-,  20/- 

Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  use — 

(1)  their  Isolation  Hospital,  or 

(2)  their  Small-pox  Hospital,  for 
cases  of  Phthisis  ? 

No,  being  none. 

per  week. 

No,  being  none. 

Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  reserve 
Beds  in  any  Phthisis  Sana- 
torium : — If  so,  how  many,  and 
in  what  Sanatorium? 

No. 

No. 

Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide 
portable  Open-air  Shelters  or 
Tents  ? 

No. 

No. 

Have  the  Council,  or  any  Private  Body,  provided  a Dispensary? — No. 

A.  V.  LECHE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February,  1913. 


HOUSING. 


1.  Sanitary  District 

2.  Number  of  Houses  in  the  Sanitary  District. . 

3.  New  Houses  erected  during  1911  and  1912) 

(Each  year  separately)  . . . . ) 

4.  Nimiber  of  houses  inspected  during  1912 

under  the  Housing  Act,  1909  (This 
must  iiol  include  re-inspections  of  houses 
previously  inspected) . . 

5.  Results  of  inspections  of  the  fresh  Houses 

inspected  during  1912,  classified  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Number  reported  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  . . 

(b)  Number  defective,  but  with  defects  not 

sufficient  to  report  as  unfit  for  habitation 

(c)  Number  without  recorded  sanitary  defects 

6.  Action  taken  and  results  in  regard  to  houses 

reported  as  unfit  during  1911  and  1912, 
as  follows  : — 

Number  so  reported 

Closing  Order  made 

Made  fit  without  a Closing  Order 

Still  unfit,  but  no  Closing  Order  made  . . 

Demolished  . . 

Put  in  repair  after  Closing  Order 
Still  closed  at  end  of  1912 


7.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  defective  Houses, 

but  not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit,  as 
follows : — 

Number  so  examined  . . 

Number  with  the  defects  remedied  by  the 
end  of  1912  . . 

Number  stilt  defective  at  end  of  1912 
Number  not  yet  visited  to  ascertain  if 
defects  are  remedied  . . 

8.  Parishes  in  which  there  is  evidence  of  shortage 

of  Houses,  and  steps  taken  to  remedy  . . 


Axbridge 

5934 

1911— 32 

1912— 25 


238 


14 


63 

161 

Forhouses  reported  during 


I9I  I. 

1912 

3 

14 

1 

14 

397 

63 

none 

none 

2 

none 

none 

12 

6 (5  -i-T  in 
1911-1912) 
3 closed 
voluntarily 

For  houses  first  examined 

during 

191Z. 

19x2. 

397 

63 

37 

26 

none 

The  greater  number 
of  parishes  require 
labourers  cottages 
No  steps  taken  yet, 
but  an  enquiry 
is  to  be  held  at 
Shipham  and 
Winscombe  in 
February,  1913. 


February,  1913. 


A.  V.  LECHE,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Z^otices. 


L/ett«rs. 


Water 

Oertiiicates. 


Houses 

OvercTOwded. 


Infectious 

Disease. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

— OF  THE  — 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1912. 

• 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  liural 
District  Council  of  Axbridge. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1912. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  85,931  acres,  with  a 
population  of  23,008  (census  1911);  number  of 
houses,  5,934. 

During  thc'  year,  twelve  notices  were  seiwed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  By  verbal  and. 
written  requests,  many  minor  nuisances  w^ere 
abated. 

Aumbea*  of  letters  written,  433. 

Ceidificates  under  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878,  were  granted  for  25  new  houses.  All 
are  well  supplied  with  water. 

Five  cases  of  overciowding  were  dealt  with  and 
tlie  number  of  inmates  in  each  house  reduced. 

All  notifications  of  infectious  cases  wer’e  for- 
warded to  me  by  the  Hcdical  Officer  of  Health. 
1 visited  each  case,  supplied  disinfectants,  and, 
after  patients  had  recovered,  fumigated  the  rooms, 
thoroughly  cleaned  with  disinfeictants,  iimewashed 
and  re-paiiered. 
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The  Schools  in  three  paxishes  were  thoroughly 
tnmigated,  and  disinfectants  supplied  for  washing 
floors,  desks,  etc. 

Foi-ty-two  rooms,  which  had  been  occupied  by 
persons  suffering  from  infecfious  disease,  were 
fumigafed,  and,  where  considered  11606334117,  tfie 
bedding,  efc.,  was  removed,  disinfected,  and  re- 
turned, free  of  cost,  to  the  owners. 

There  are  31  bakehouses  in  the  district.  All  are 
frequently  inspected,  and  generally  found  clean 
and  well  ventilated . 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

These  number  32.  All  belong  to  private  owners. 
They  are  well  ventilated  and  drained  and  fre- 
quently whitelimed. 

The  skins  and  offal  are  regularly  removed. 

Two  common  lodging-houses  are  registered. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  water,  taken  from  public 
and  private  supplies,  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Public  Health  Department  for  examination. 

Five  lengths  of  sewers  were  taken  out  and  re- 
laid,  and  in  many  cases  wliei’e  sewers  had  become 
choked  or  crushed,  repairs  were  carried  out. 

These,  not  including  bakehouses,  comprise  six 
milk  depots,  two  steam  laundries,  two  woodcutting 
works,  an  iron  foundry,  a mineral  water  manufac- 
tory, and  several  small  laundries  in  the  villages 
adjoining  TTeston-super-Hare.  All  are  frequently 
limewashed  and  well  kept. 

Building  Bye-laws  have  been  in  force  since 
Xovember,  1911.  Plans  were  submitted  for  25 
new  houses,  and  for  additions  and  repairs  to  20 
existing  houses. 
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Dairies  and 
Cowsheds 


Housinjs 
Act,  1909. 


This  being  an  agricuLtnrail  district,  amd  the 
land  chiefly  pasture,  the  milk  business  is  a ver^^ 
large  and  increasing  one. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-five  milkscllers  are 
entered  on  the  Registea-. 

The  cowsheds  are  better  than  formerly,  and 
generally  well  ventilated  and  moderately  clean, 
still  many  may  be  impanved. 

During  the  year  I inspected  238  houses.  Of 
these  161  were  in  good  repair,  63  had  slight  de- 
fects, but  not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  in  14  cases  closing  orders  were 
made.  Twelve  of  these  were  put  in  repair,  and 
two  are  still  closed.  In  addition,  three  houses  were 
closed  without  orders. 

I am  glad  to  say  in  no  case  has  it  been  found 
necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  consideration, 

I beg'  to  remain. 

Ladies  and  Genrtllemen, 

Youi'  obedient  servant, 

HARRY  M.  TEEK. 


■ ^ 
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